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Testimony: H-8182, H-7323
SUPPORT for Rhode Island Medicaid Fertility Coverage Act
SUPPORT for the Contraceptive Coverage Bill
May 5th, 2026

Dear Chair Abney and Members of the House Finance Committee,

My name is Eliza Sirpenski and | am the Administrative Policy Lead at The Womxn Project, a
Rhode Island-based nonprofit that focuses on bodily freedom, LGBTQ+ rights, and government

transparency.

| am writing on behalf of The Womxn Project in strong support of H-8182, The Medicaid
Fertility Coverage Act, and H-7323, a Contraceptive Coverage Bill.

The purpose of H-8182 is to improve and expand access to fertility care for patients who use
Medicaid. Additionally, it prohibits Medicaid from using certain practices that create barriers for
patients to receive healthcare, such as limiting coverage, restricting coverage based on prior

diagnoses, discrimination, and more.

The purpose of H-7323 is to improve current contraceptive coverage by expanding the
contraceptive treatment, measures, and procedures that health insurance providers must cover.

Furthermore, it prevents out-of-pocket costs for patients.

These bills are crucial as they improve access to reproductive and contraceptive healthcare for
all Rhode Islanders and prevent unnecessary barriers to those seeking out this sort of care.
Passing these bills would ensure that reproductive healthcare and contraceptive healthcare is
prioritized and less stressful to navigate for patients. Not only that, but this legislation would give
people far more autonomy over their healthcare choices when it comes to reproductive health,

family planning, and more.

These bills address serious deficits in our current healthcare coverage policies and could
significantly impact the care people across our state are able to receive. It is time for Rhode

Island to make these changes and put the people first.
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Please support the health of Rhode Islanders by passing these bills and making healthcare

more accessible and more affordable.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Eliza Sirpenski
Administrative Policy Lead, The Womxn Project.
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