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Testimony: H7629
SUPPORT for Fertility Health Care Coverage

February 23, 2026

Dear Chair Donovan and distinguished members of the House Committee on
Health and Human Services,

My name is Jocelyn Foye, and | am the Executive Director of The Womxn
Project, a Rhode Island-based nonprofit that frequently focuses on matters
related to reproductive rights, LGBTQ+ rights, and government transparency.

| am testifying in strong support of House Bill 7629 (Rep. Alzate). This

bill's purpose is to confront and resolve some of the areas where health
insurance coverage falls short regarding fertility care. If passed, this bill would
significantly improve access to vital healthcare services and would help to
close the gap in accessibility when it comes to family building and fertility
care, especially for members of the LGBTQ+ community and individuals who
are single.

This bill is incredibly important to us as an organization because it addresses
both reproductive justice and LGBTQ+ rights. Women and people assigned
female at birth should not face barriers that prevent them from receiving the
healthcare they need, and fertility care is healthcare. Furthermore, LGBTQ+
people and single people should be afforded equal access to fertility care,
and it should go without saying that being single or part of the LGBTQ+
community should never prevent anybody from building a family or receiving
appropriate healthcare. Under Rhode Island'’s current provisions, however,
receiving fertility care coverage is more difficult for individuals and couples
who fall into these categories, and this needs to change.

Infertility is not always a straightforward condition and can occur for a number
of medical and nonmedical reasons. Rhode Island’s current definition does
not reflect this, and this is exactly why it is critical to update the definition.
Additionally, it is crucial for healthcare providers and insurers to have an
accurate understanding of the intricacies and complexities behind the word
“infertility” to ensure patients are given the appropriate treatments without
facing unnecessary and preventable limitations.
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Infertility is already emotionally challenging enough, and current fertility care
barriers only add to the stress people face when trying to seek healthcare
and/or build a family. | urge the committee and legislature to vote favorably for
H7629 to improve fertility health care coverage and update our state law.

The committee and legislature has a duty to take care of all of its residents,
and that includes those who are seeking out fertility healthcare for any
reason.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Jocelyn Foye

Executive Director
The Womxn Project
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