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Testimony: S2938, S2939, S2947
SUPPORT for Judicial Selection Updates
April 9th, 2026

Dear Chair LaMountain and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

My name is Eliza Sirpenski and | am the Administrative Policy Lead at The Womxn Project, a
Providence-based nonprofit that focuses on bodily freedom, LGBTQ+ rights, and government

transparency.

I am writing on behalf of the organization to express support for bills S2938, S2939, and S2947.
The purpose of these bills is to update the judicial selection process by ensuring that it is merit
based and that candidates are properly screened for biases that could impact their performance

as a judge.

As an organization, we value government transparency and believe that transparency should
extend to our courts. S2938 would make this possible by forcing judges to disclose their political
donations and by mandating that all open meetings are live-streamed and archived online for

public access. Furthermore, it allows the public to comment without previous sign-up barriers.

Additionally, bills S2939 and S2947 improve government transparency by doing the following:

e S2939 makes Family Court magistrates (folx who hear some cases but do not have full
judicial power) appointments go through the same merit-based judicial selection process,
outlined in S-2938, used for judges.

e S2947 would require Rhode Island’s Judicial Nominating Commission to use a more
formal, merit-based process for screening judge candidates, including an initial “blind”
review of applications with names and other identifying details removed, uniform
job-related criteria that are set and posted in advance on the commission’s website,
structured scoring tools so it is clear decisions are based on those criteria, and explicit

consideration of each candidate’s sensitivity to historically disadvantaged
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groups, with the option to disqualify candidates who have a demonstrated history
of bias; it takes effect as soon as it becomes law.

Implementation of S2938, S2939, and S2947 would overall improve Rhode Island’s judicial
system and will give Rhode Islanders more confidence in our courts. We must ensure that our

judges are truly qualified and do not have biases towards the groups of people they may one
day need to help.

These updates are long overdue, so we ask that you prioritize the best interests of Rhode
Islanders by supporting these three bills.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Eliza Sirpenski

Administrative Policy Lead, The Womxn Project
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